TRUE LOVE 1S
ALWAYS EXPRESSED
IN HUMBLE SERVICE

JOHN 13:1-17 (NLT)




! Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew
that his hour had come to leave this world
return to his Father. He had loved his di
during his ministry on earth, and nc

them to the very end. 2 It was
and the devil had already
of Simon Iscariot, to betray .




3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him
authority over everything and that he had
from God and would return to God
up from the table, took oft his rok
towel around his waist, ®> and
a basin. Then he began to w
feet, drying them with the to
him.




> When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said

to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my1c g2l
7 Jesus replied, “You don't understa
what | am doing, but someday ou W
5 “No," Peter protested, “you\
" Jesus repliec

wash my feet!
you, you won't belong to me.
exclaimed, “Then wash my ha

| "o

well, Lord, not just my feet!



10 Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all
over does not need to wash, except for th e
feet, to be entirely clean. And you d |
clean, but not all of you.” ! For Je
who would betray him. Tha
when he said, “Not all of v«




'2 After washing their feet, he put on his robe
again and sat down and asked, “Doyou
understand what | was doing? '3 Yo
"Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and you are
that's what | am. '* And sinci
Teacher, have washed you
wash each other’s feet.




1> | have given you an example to follow. Do as
| have done to you. '¢ | tell you the truth, sl
are not greater than their master. Nor i
messenger more important than
sends the message. '/ Now tt
these things, God will bles
them.




Historical Context Of John 13-17

End of Jesus' public ministry.

R

Jewish leaders had rejected hi

Jesus spent his final hours
disciples eating the Pass

24 hours later, 2 of them w

Jesus was 33. Most of the a
their 20s.



The Heart Of Jesus
Weight of His impending death was he .
on Jesus L
Yet Jesus never indulged in self pity

His focus that night was t
disciples for His departur

So he showed his love for tf T
them of His death, promiset
help and prayed over them.




Jesus’ Love For His Disciples

Jesus promised many divine blessmgs t
disciples: -

* Hope of Heaven (14:3)
* Ability to do greater wo
» Assurance of answered p
» Coming of Holy Spirit (1




Jesus’ Love For His Disciples
Jesus promised many divine blessings
disciples:
» Supernatural peace of mind (
» Lasting fruitfulness (15:5)
* Unspeakable joy (15:11 '




Key Text — John 13:1

Before the Passover celebration, Je
that his hour had come to leave th
return to his Father. He had |
during his ministry on eartr
them to the very end. |



The Disciples’ Heart Condition













3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him
authority over everything and that he had
from God and would return to God
up from the table, took oft his rok
towel around his waist, ®> and
a basin. Then he began to w
feet, drying them with the to
him.




The Social Signiticance Of Feet Washing

~eet were regarded as a lowly part
numan anatomy |

~eet washing was the job
owest of servants |
Disciples were not expecte
rabbi’s feet : 4

It was even more scandalou
wash his disciples’ feet




> Though he was God,
he did not think of equality with God
as something to cling to.

7 Instead, he gave up his divine pr
he took the humble position o
and was born as a human be
When he appeared in hum

8 he humbled himself in obed|
and died a criminal’s death o -

Philippians 2:



THE SPIRITUALP
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> When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said

to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my fe E2l
’ Jesus replied, “You don’t understan
what | am doing, but someday you w
5 “No,"” Peter protested, “yo
" Jesus replied

wash my feet!
you, you won't belong to me.
exclaimed, “Then wash my ha
well, Lord, not just my feet!”



10 Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all
over does not need to wash, except for th S
feet, to be entirely clean. And you d
clean, but not all of you.” " F
who would betray him. Tha
when he said, “Not all of yc




The Spiritual Parallel

» All the apostles, except for Judas, had
already been spiritually cleansed k&
So they didn’t need another *
(Spiritual conversion).



When God our Savior revealed his kindness
and love, 5 he saved us, not because of the
righteous things we had done, but

his mercy. He washed away o
new birth and new lite thro




The Spiritual Parallel

» All the apostles, except for Judas, had
already been spiritually cleansed
So they didn't need another “&
(Spiritual conversion).

« But for them to continue fe
Jesus, they needed to have
washed frequently” by Jesus =
(Confession and Forgiveness of Sins).



81f we claim we have no sin, we are only fﬁoolmg”__ .
ourselves and not living in the truth. 7
confess our sins to him, he is faith
forgive us our sins and to cle
wickedness.







'2 After washing their feet, he put on his robe
again and sat down and asked, “Do you
understand what | was doing? '3 You call
"Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are
that's what | am. '* And sin
Teacher, have washed your
wash each other’s feet.




1> | have given you an example to follow. Do as

| have done to you. 16 | tell you the truth, sk |
are not greater than their master. N
messenger more important tha
sends the message. '/ Now tf
these things, God will bles
them.




piritual Lessons For Disciples




Luke 22:25-27

25 Jesus told them, “In this world the ki
great men lord it over their pe |
are called ‘triends of the peog
you it will be different. Tho
greatest among you should
rank, and the leader should



Luke 22:25-27

27 Who is more important, the one wh
the table or the one who serves
sits at the table, of course. B
am among you as one who



Spiritual Lessons For Disciples

96

B. JESUS CAME TO SERVE OTHERS |

4> For even the Son of Man ¢
served but to serve other
as a ransom for many.



Spiritual Lessons For Disciples




16 We know what real love is because Jesus
gave up his lite for us. So we also ought to.
up our lives for our brothers and sisters.
someone has enough money to
sees a brother or sister in nee
compassion—how can Go
person?




18 Dear children, let’s not merely say that we
love each other: let us show the truth b
actions. 7 Our actions will show tha
to the truth, so we will be cont

stand before God.







How Do | Meditate On Scripture?

1. Open your heart to the Holy Spirit. P
divine illumination as you read

three times.

2. Read the passage once
understand the big pictul

3. Read the passage again..
characters, theme and spir




How Do | Meditate On Scripture?

4. Read the passage the third time.
Personalise the passage. (If need
your name at the relevant
speaking directly to you
Pause to hear what God |

5. Spend time to pray and ta
personal revelation. Worsh



How Do | Meditate On Scripture?

6. Record what you learn in your journa



Meditation of Mark 10:45

Jesus Came To Serve

For even the Son of Man ca
served but to serve others
as a ransom for many.
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